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Some of the workmen in the Philadelphia Navy Yard
complained that an assessment had been levied upon them
for party purposes. I had written a pretty decisive letter
correcting the evil when I went to the Cabinet-meeting on
Tuesday, and had given it out to be copied. After the gen-
eral business before the Cabinet had been disposed of, the
President took me aside and said complaints of a similar
character had been made to him. I told him my own con-
clusion and what I had done, which he approved. The op-
portunity is most favorable to correct a pernicious prac-
tice, which I last year would not sanction, and which led
Raymond, Thurlow Weed, and others to try to prejudice
President Lincoln against me.

On Wednesday Amos Kendall called and wished me to
go with him to the President. He alluded to old friendly
political associations and relations between us. I was glad
of the opportunity of taking him to the President, whom I
was about to call upon with my letter to the Commandant
of the Philadelphia Navy Yard, respecting the improper
assessment of workmen. After a brief interview Mr.
Kendall left, and I read my letter concerning the assess-
ment of workmen, which the President complimented and
desired it should go to other yards and be made public.
[The letter follows.]

NAVY DEPAETMENT,
o                                                                                   3 October, 1865.

The attention of the Department has been called to an at-
tempt recently made in Philadelphia to assess or tax for party
purposes the workmen in the Navy Yard. It is claimed by those
who have participated in these proceedings, that the practice has
prevailed in former years, at that and other Navy Yards, of
levying contributions of this character on mechanics and laborers
employed by the Government.

Such an abuse cannot be permitted; and it is the object of this
communication to prohibit it, wherever it may be practiced.

From inquiries instituted by the Department, on the com-
plaint of sundry workmen, who represented that a committee
had undertaken, through the agency of the masters, to collect
from each of the employe's in their respective departments, a sum